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Here's a new installment of the phenomenalÂ Â bestseller that Publishers WeeklyÂ Â selected as

one of the twelve graphic books of allÂ Â time. Spanning ages and continents from AncientÂ Â India

to Rome and China in A.D. 600, Volume II isÂ Â hip, funny, and full of info. B & WÂ Â illustrations.
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Comics have no limits. Anything can get depicted with words and pictures. And, after Larry Gonick

completes his "Cartoon History of the Universe" series, most everything will be. Over the past three

decades Gonick has stretched modern comics from the purely fictional into the scientific and

historic. He has cartoonified esoteric subjects that would bore most medieval scriveners. Snoozers

like statistics, genetics, physics, chemistry (and the one exception, that great unmentionable - blush,

blush - puritans look away quick!) come alive like golems to terrorize despisers of knowledge. These

collections make learning palatable even for those with Beavis and Butthead mentalities. As such,

that unobtainable indefatigable unreachable, almost paradoxical, oxymoron of oxymorons, the

"educational comic," seems close to fruition and perfection. Somewhere an educator just gagged.

Above all, as if turning the comics industry on its head wasn't enough, Gonick has undertaken his

magnum opus: a multivolume chronological multicultural history of our known universe in cartoon

form. Overachiever detector! Bzzzt! Bzzzzt!Book I, volumes 1-7, of this pen and paper masterwork

started with a BIG BANG and wormed its way to Alexander the Great's voluminous conquests. Book

II, volumes 8 - 13, picks up where it left off, but not before taking a dizzying tour through India and



China. Volume eight covers India from Harappa to the Bhagavad-Gita (with its eerie page length

depiction of Krishna's "revelation" to Arjuna) and Ashoka with the origins of Hinduism, Buddhism,

and Jainism tossed into the cultural salad. Gonick also manages a stunning two page summary of

the Mahabharata, the 74,000 verse Hindu epic creation poem. Only comics could pull this off.

Volumes 9 and 10 grapple with the infinity of Chinese history.
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